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not but resemble each other in a wooden conformity; for they
have all to do the same sort of thing, and have ail to be guilty
of an act of almost incredible stupidity. To have attempted
human differentiations would have been to explore a world of
the spirit where deep-rooted passions, conflicting instincts, and
complex promptings mould distinctive personalities: and there-
by to have made the oath-taking humanly impossible. Hence
the courtiers in the play lack personality, and are equally
without typical character of the human sort. They have
manners, and beyond that, nothing but wit* So, when an
older Shakespeare, revising the play of his youth, came again
to its end, he despatched his Birou to a suffering world that
thereby he might attain a tincture of humanity. Whilst, in the
earlier version, the King is relegated for a twelvemonth to a
hermitage, and Biron to a hospital merely as a penance, the
later sentence converts the penance to an act of social service,
from day to day visiting the speechless sick, conversing with
groaning wretches for the specific object of forcing the pained
impotent to smile. Only so may wit acquire sympathy and
count itself human.

To the eye, ;it all events, the ladies of Love** Labours Lost
arc a little more individualised than arc the men; for, being
ladies, the colour of the hair and the texture of the skin are
indispensable items in the inventory* A whiteiy wanton with
a velvet skin will not be confused with another of a dark com-
plexion, nor with one so auburn-haired that she stands apart
like the reel dominical letter on a calendar. Yet under the
skin, these ladies are as empty and as uniform as are their
wooers. So when Katharine says that she had a sister who died
of love, she is accused by all the commentators of speaJcing out
of her part* for no one in thi* pby was ever related so closely
as that to the world of real grief* Biron and Rosaline are
frequently said to have something of essential individuality*
But in effect, it is only that more of them is seen than of their
associates. Biron has indeed more wit and perspicuity than
have his fellows* But it is a possession which is dramatically